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NHS to AXE 21 cancer treatments as part of efforts to cut
Cancer Drugs Fund by £80 million

*Government's Cancer Drugs Fund will drop 21 of 84 current treatments

*Supplementary fund was set up by Prime Minister David Cameron in 2010

*But review carried out by doctors, pharmacists and patient groups has concluded 21 of the
current treatments should be axed

*Aim to reduce cost of the fund from expected £420 million to £340 million

Jenny Hope Medical Correspondent For The Daily Mail 12 January 2015

Thousands of cancer patients will be denied life-prolonging medication after health chiefs
decided to axe 21 drugs deemed too expensive for the NHS.

The move by the Cancer Drugs Fund will affect almost 8,000 sufferers a year — with the big
losers being bowel, breast, lung and prostate patients.

Although the de-listed drugs will remain available for existing patients, doctors will be
unable to prescribe them for new sufferers from March.

The decision has sparked fury among cancer charities and doctors who say thousands will
be denied ‘last chance” medication that can give them extra months, if not years, with their
loved ones.
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Provides guidance on

\What the guidance takes into accounts

The use of health technologies,
which include

- Pharmaceuticals

- devices

- diagnostics

- surgical and other procedures
- health promotion tools

Clinical effectiveness and cost
effectiveness

The appropriate treatment and care of patients
with specific disease and conditions.

Clinical effectiveness and cost
effectiveness

Interventional
procedures

The safety of an “interventional procedure”
and how well it works. "Interventional
procedures” means any surgery, test or
|:reatment that involves entering the body

hrough skin, muscle, a vein or artery, or
body cavity.

Clinical efficacy and safety of the
intervention. It does not take cost
effectiveness into account.

Activities to promote a healthy lifestyle and
prevent ill health (for example,, giving advice
[to encourage exercise or providing support to
encourage mothers to breastfeed).

Effectiveness and cost effectiveness of
public health activities
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